
Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

Art 

Unit Title: 

Elements and Principles of Art 

Grade Level: 

7th 

Unit Summary: 

This unit is designed to be taught throughout the year in the form of projects.  

It will not be taught as a formal unit, but rather spread thought the year in the form of hands-on 

projects that support other learning goals. 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

1.3.8.D.1 The creation of art is driven by the principles of balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, 

proportion, and rhythm/movement. 

1.3.8.D.2 Themes in art are often communicated through symbolism, allegory, or irony. There are a wide 

variety of art mediums, each having appropriate tools and processes for the production of artwork. 

Fluency in these mediums, and the use of the appropriate tools associated with working in these 

mediums, are components of art-making. 

1.3.8.D.3 The classification of art into various art genres depends on the formal aspects of visual 

statements (e.g., physical properties, theoretical components, cultural context). Many genres of art are 

associated with discipline-specific arts terminology. 

1.3.8.D.4 Universal themes exist in art across historical eras and cultures. Art may embrace multiple 

solutions to a problem. 

1.3.8.D.5 Each of the many genres of art is associated with discipline-specific arts terminology and a 

stylistic approach to art-making. 

1.3.8.D.6 The visual possibilities and inherent qualities of traditional and contemporary art materials 

(including digital media) may inform choices about visual communication and art-making techniques. 

1.4.8.A.1 Contextual clues to artistic intent are embedded in artworks. Analysis of archetypal or 

consummate works of art requires knowledge and understanding of culturally specific art within 

historical contexts. 

1.4.8.A.2 Art may be used for utilitarian and non-utilitarian purposes. 

1.4.8.A.4 Abstract ideas may be expressed in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art using a 

genre’s stylistic traits. 

1.4.8.A.5 Symbolism and metaphor are characteristics of art and art-making. 

1.4.8.A.6 Awareness of basic elements of style and design in dance, music, theatre, and visual art inform 

the creation of criteria for judging originality. 

1.4.8.A.7 Artwork may be both utilitarian and non-utilitarian. Relative merits of works of art can be 

assessed through analysis of form, function, craftsmanship, and originality. 

 

Unit Essential Questions: 

What (conceptual) tools do I use to create a work 

of art? 

 

 

How do the elements of art combine to create the 

principles of design? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

Line, Value, Color, Form, Texture, and 

Space/Shape (or the Elements of Art) are used in 

specific combinations to create works of art 

 

When used together, the Elements of art can 

create Harmony, Variety, Proportion, Emphasis, 



 

 

 

Unity, and Pattern (Or the Principles of Design). 

Unit Learning Targets: 

SWBAT create works of art that use the element of art. 

SWBAT combine the elements of art to create works of art 

SWBAT identify specific elements of art and principles of design 

Evidence of Learning 

Assessments: 

Students will be assessed on project rubrics, writing assignments, student-made rubrics, self-critiques, 

and class critiques. 

Lesson Plans 

Concept Suggested Activity 

Line 

 

Baldachino, Klimt, Pollock 

Value 

 

El Greco, Light in Impressionism 

Color Fauvism, Expressionism 

Form/Space Plein Aire Painting,  

Texture 

 

Impasto Paint, Bas Relief  

Shape Proportions, Realism vs Abstraction, Mannerism 

and Shape 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

 

Teacher Resources: 

 

 

 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

Art  

Unit Title: 

Art Critique 

Grade Level: 

7th 

Unit Summary: 

This unit is not to be taught consecutively, but instead, will be taught throughout the year in the form of 

critiques and discussions of art history.   

 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

1.1.8.D.1 Art is a universal language. Visual communication through art crosses cultural and language 

barriers throughout time. 



1.1.8.D.2 The study of masterworks of art from diverse cultures and different historical eras assists in 

understanding specific cultures. 

1.2.8. A.1 Technological changes have and will continue to substantially influence the development and 

nature of the arts. 

1.2.8.A.2 Tracing the histories of dance, music, theatre, and visual art in world cultures provides insight 

into the lives of people and their values. 

1.2.8.A.3 The arts reflect cultural mores and personal aesthetics throughout the ages. 

1.3.8.D.4 Universal themes exist in art across historical eras and cultures. Art may embrace multiple 

solutions to a problem. 

1.4.8.A.3 Performance technique in dance, music, theatre, and visual art varies according to historical 

era and genre. 

1.4.8.B.1 Assessing a work of art without critiquing the artist requires objectivity and an understanding 

of the work’s content and form. 

 

Unit Essential Questions: 

What do I need to know about a work of art to 

understand it? 

 

 

What tools do we need to be able to talk about 

art? 

 

What is critique? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

It helps to understand a work’s historical and 

socio-political significance, as well as to know 

about the elements and principles of art to be able 

to discuss it. 

Knowing the elements of art and principles of 

design help in being able to discuss a work of art. 

Critique is a way of critically discussing art to 

evaluate its merits and historical relevance 

Unit Learning Targets: 

SWBAT utilize art vocabulary when discussing a work of art. 

SWBAT write about and discuss specific elements of an individual work of art. 

SWBAT discuss a work of art and its historical significance. 

SWBAT compare and contrast different works of art according to historical and stylistic elements 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Assessments: 

Students will be assessed on class discussions, writing, self-critique, and group work. 

Lesson Plans 

Concept Suggested Activity 

Writing about art 

 

Telling stories based on art or describing a work of 

art 

Is it good or bad (aesthetic response)? Writing about what is good or bad about a work 

Vocabulary Writing using new words 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

 

Teacher Resources: 

 

 

 



Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

Art 

Unit Title: 

Renaissance Innovations 

Grade Level: 

7 

Unit Summary: 

Students will explore the innovations of the Renaissance.  They will discuss the invention of portraiture 

as well as the new ways that space is depicted.  They will look at different depictions of space, and 

discuss the way that the philosophy of the era changed the way space was depicted.  Students will also 

discuss the way that the invention of the printing press changed art. 

 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

1.1.8.D.1 Art is a universal language. Visual communication through art crosses cultural and language 

barriers throughout time. 

1.1.8.D.2 The study of masterworks of art from diverse cultures and different historical eras assists in 

understanding specific cultures. 

1.2.8. A.1 Technological changes have and will continue to substantially influence the development and 

nature of the arts. 

1.2.8.A.2 Tracing the histories of dance, music, theatre, and visual art in world cultures provides insight 

into the lives of people and their values. 

1.2.8.A.3 The arts reflect cultural mores and personal aesthetics throughout the ages. 

1.3.8.D.1 The creation of art is driven by the principles of balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, 

proportion, and rhythm/movement. 

1.3.8.D.2 Themes in art are often communicated through symbolism, allegory, or irony. There are a wide 

variety of art mediums, each having appropriate tools and processes for the production of artwork. 

Fluency in these mediums, and the use of the appropriate tools associated with working in these 

mediums, are components of art-making. 

1.3.8.D.3 The classification of art into various art genres depends on the formal aspects of visual 

statements (e.g., physical properties, theoretical components, cultural context). Many genres of art are 

associated with discipline-specific arts terminology. 

1.3.8.D.4 Universal themes exist in art across historical eras and cultures. Art may embrace multiple 

solutions to a problem. 

1.3.8.D.5 Each of the many genres of art is associated with discipline-specific arts terminology and a 

stylistic approach to art-making. 

1.3.8.D.6 The visual possibilities and inherent qualities of traditional and contemporary art materials 

(including digital media) may inform choices about visual communication and art-making techniques. 

1.4.8.A.1 Contextual clues to artistic intent are embedded in artworks. Analysis of archetypal or 

consummate works of art requires knowledge and understanding of culturally specific art within 

historical contexts. 

1.4.8.A.2 Art may be used for utilitarian and non-utilitarian purposes. 

 

1.4.8.A.3 Performance technique in dance, music, theatre, and visual art varies according to historical 

era and genre. 

1.4.8.A.4 Abstract ideas may be expressed in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art using a 



genre’s stylistic traits. 

1.4.8.A.5 Symbolism and metaphor are characteristics of art and art-making. 

1.4.8.A.6 Awareness of basic elements of style and design in dance, music, theatre, and visual art inform 

the creation of criteria for judging originality. 

1.4.8.A.7 Artwork may be both utilitarian and non-utilitarian. Relative merits of works of art can be 

assessed through analysis of form, function, craftsmanship, and originality. 

1.4.8.B.3  Universal elements of art and principles of design apply equally to artwork across cultures and 

historical eras. 

Unit Essential Questions: 

How was space depicted through history? 

 

 

What revolutions in art happened in the 

Renaissance? 

 

 

What themes existed in the Renaissance? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

Art depicted space according to the storytelling 

needs of the artist, and not according to what the 

artist sees. 

Artists began to depict human beings with focus 

on anatomy.  Perspective was “invented” as well 

as a new focus on realistic art.  Art was also 

changed by the invention of the printing press. 

Although religious art was still popular, there was 

a renewed focus on human and natural subjects 

Unit Learning Targets: 

SWBAT create works of art based on the innovations of the Renaissance. 

SWBAT discuss the ways in which art changed during the Renaissance. 

SWBAT identify different depictions of space and their meanings in terms of Art History. 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Assessments: 

Students will be assessed with self-critiques, rubrics, writings, do nows and other check in assignments. 

 

Lesson Plans 

Concept Suggested Activity 

Portraiture Self Portraiture 

Depictions of Space Perspective Drawing, Aerial, Linear 

Themes in the Renaissance 

 

Exploration of artworks as a group 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

 

Teacher Resources: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

Art 

Unit Title: 

Through the 19
th

 Century  

Grade Level: 

7th 

Unit Summary: 

Students will explore Mannerism, Baroque, and Rococco art, with an emphasis on the vast Baroque 

movement throughout Europe.    They discuss Baroque storytelling (like Caravaggio) and the importance 

of the portrait in Baroque art (like Rembrandt).  Students will explore the still-life’s role in Dutch 

Baroque art.   

 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

1.1.8.D.1 Art is a universal language. Visual communication through art crosses cultural and language 

barriers throughout time. 

1.1.8.D.2 The study of masterworks of art from diverse cultures and different historical eras assists in 

understanding specific cultures. 

1.2.8. A.1 Technological changes have and will continue to substantially influence the development and 

nature of the arts. 

1.2.8.A.2 Tracing the histories of dance, music, theatre, and visual art in world cultures provides insight 

into the lives of people and their values. 

1.2.8.A.3 The arts reflect cultural mores and personal aesthetics throughout the ages. 

1.3.8.D.1 The creation of art is driven by the principles of balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, 

proportion, and rhythm/movement. 

1.3.8.D.2 Themes in art are often communicated through symbolism, allegory, or irony. There are a wide 

variety of art mediums, each having appropriate tools and processes for the production of artwork. 

Fluency in these mediums, and the use of the appropriate tools associated with working in these 

mediums, are components of art-making. 

1.3.8.D.3 The classification of art into various art genres depends on the formal aspects of visual 

statements (e.g., physical properties, theoretical components, cultural context). Many genres of art are 

associated with discipline-specific arts terminology. 

1.3.8.D.4 Universal themes exist in art across historical eras and cultures. Art may embrace multiple 

solutions to a problem. 

1.3.8.D.5 Each of the many genres of art is associated with discipline-specific arts terminology and a 

stylistic approach to art-making. 

1.3.8.D.6 The visual possibilities and inherent qualities of traditional and contemporary art materials 

(including digital media) may inform choices about visual communication and art-making techniques. 

1.4.8.A.1 Contextual clues to artistic intent are embedded in artworks. Analysis of archetypal or 

consummate works of art requires knowledge and understanding of culturally specific art within 

historical contexts. 

1.4.8.A.2 Art may be used for utilitarian and non-utilitarian purposes. 

 

1.4.8.A.3 Performance technique in dance, music, theatre, and visual art varies according to historical 

era and genre. 



1.4.8.A.4 Abstract ideas may be expressed in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art using a 

genre’s stylistic traits. 

1.4.8.A.5 Symbolism and metaphor are characteristics of art and art-making. 

1.4.8.A.6 Awareness of basic elements of style and design in dance, music, theatre, and visual art inform 

the creation of criteria for judging originality. 

1.4.8.A.7 Artwork may be both utilitarian and non-utilitarian. Relative merits of works of art can be 

assessed through analysis of form, function, craftsmanship, and originality. 

1.4.8.B.3  Universal elements of art and principles of design apply equally to artwork across cultures and 

historical eras. 

 

Unit Essential Questions: 

What does Baroque art and theater have in 

common? 

What is Chiaroscuro?  Tennebrism? 

 

 

What is the significance of the still life in Baroque 

art? 

What are some subjects depicted in Baroque art? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

Baroque art emphasizes storytelling and lighting.  

Works look like they have been staged in theater. 

Both of these techniques are trademarks of 

Baroque art that depict objects in dramatic 

lighting. 

Still lifes were status symbols and were traded 

readily in the Dutch Baroque as a new art form.  

Baroque art focuses on stories of saints, still lifes, 

and portraits.   

Unit Learning Targets: 

SWBAT create a work of art that embodies some of the trademarks of the Baroque era. 

SWBAT identify typical elements of Baroque art. 

SWBAT discuss some of the most popular artists of the Baroque period. 

SWBAT use value to create a work of art in Baroque style 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Assessments: Students will be assessed on class discussions, writing, self-critique, and group work. 

 

Lesson Plans 

Concept Suggested Activity 

Storytelling in Baroque Art 

 

Discussion and writing about Caravaggio and other 

contemporaries, creation of a contemporary 

Caravaggio. 

Portraiture in Baroque Art Compare/contrast early and late Rembrandts, 

discussion of Hals vs Leister 

The Still Life 

 

Creation of a still life composition 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

 

Teacher Resources: 

 

 

 



Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

Art 

Unit Title: 

Birth of the ISM’s  (Neoclassicism, Romanticism, Realism, Art Nouveau) 

Grade Level: 

7 

Unit Summary: 

Students will explore the intersection of art and Politics through David and Jefferson.  They will form 

opinions about whether stories are best told in the Neoclassicist or Romanticist style.  They will explore 

the connection between industrialization and Art Nouveau.   

 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

1.1.8.D.1 Art is a universal language. Visual communication through art crosses cultural and language 

barriers throughout time. 

1.1.8.D.2 The study of masterworks of art from diverse cultures and different historical eras assists in 

understanding specific cultures. 

1.2.8. A.1 Technological changes have and will continue to substantially influence the development and 

nature of the arts. 

1.2.8.A.2 Tracing the histories of dance, music, theatre, and visual art in world cultures provides insight 

into the lives of people and their values. 

1.2.8.A.3 The arts reflect cultural mores and personal aesthetics throughout the ages. 

1.3.8.D.1 The creation of art is driven by the principles of balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, 

proportion, and rhythm/movement. 

1.3.8.D.2 Themes in art are often communicated through symbolism, allegory, or irony. There are a wide 

variety of art mediums, each having appropriate tools and processes for the production of artwork. 

Fluency in these mediums, and the use of the appropriate tools associated with working in these 

mediums, are components of art-making. 

1.3.8.D.3 The classification of art into various art genres depends on the formal aspects of visual 

statements (e.g., physical properties, theoretical components, cultural context). Many genres of art are 

associated with discipline-specific arts terminology. 

1.3.8.D.4 Universal themes exist in art across historical eras and cultures. Art may embrace multiple 

solutions to a problem. 

1.3.8.D.5 Each of the many genres of art is associated with discipline-specific arts terminology and a 

stylistic approach to art-making. 

1.3.8.D.6 The visual possibilities and inherent qualities of traditional and contemporary art materials 

(including digital media) may inform choices about visual communication and art-making techniques. 

1.4.8.A.1 Contextual clues to artistic intent are embedded in artworks. Analysis of archetypal or 

consummate works of art requires knowledge and understanding of culturally specific art within 

historical contexts. 

1.4.8.A.2 Art may be used for utilitarian and non-utilitarian purposes. 

 

1.4.8.A.3 Performance technique in dance, music, theatre, and visual art varies according to historical 

era and genre. 

1.4.8.A.4 Abstract ideas may be expressed in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art using a 

genre’s stylistic traits. 



1.4.8.A.5 Symbolism and metaphor are characteristics of art and art-making. 

1.4.8.A.6 Awareness of basic elements of style and design in dance, music, theatre, and visual art inform 

the creation of criteria for judging originality. 

1.4.8.A.7 Artwork may be both utilitarian and non-utilitarian. Relative merits of works of art can be 

assessed through analysis of form, function, craftsmanship, and originality. 

1.4.8.B.3  Universal elements of art and principles of design apply equally to artwork across cultures and 

historical eras. 

 

Unit Essential Questions: 

In what ways did storytelling change? 

 

In what ways were art and politics tied together? 

 

How did new technology affect art? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

Some artists felt that art was better with drama, 

and some tried to depict serene, staged moments. 

In addition to other ways, artists often painted 

works to bring public attention to specific matters.   

Artists began to create  organic, ornate works in 

order to contrast with the new industrial 

geometric designs that were becoming part of life. 

Unit Learning Targets: 

SWBAT identify the common elements that art has with politics (like those of Thomas Jefferson, 

Geracault, and David). 

SWBAT compare and contrast Romanticism and Neoclassicism. 

SWBAT create a work of art that reflects the aesthetic values of these eras. 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Assessments: Students will be assessed on class discussions, writing, self-critique, and group work. 

 

Lesson Plans 

Concept Suggested Activity 

A return to the classics Discussion of why Neoclassicists looked to the 

Greeks and Romans 

Romanticism vs. Neoclassicism Create an argument for or against either style 

Art Nouveau 

 

Create a work of art in the art nouveau style. 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

 

Teacher Resources: 

 

 

 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

Photography and Art /Impressionism through Cubism 

Unit Title: 

 

Grade Level: 



 

Unit Summary: 

Students will explore the need for realistic art after the invention of the camera.  They will look at the 

work of Eakins and look for the influence on Impressionism and Post Impressionism.  Students will argue 

for or against the need for realism and begin to explore abstraction in art. 

 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

1.1.8.D.1 Art is a universal language. Visual communication through art crosses cultural and language 

barriers throughout time. 

1.1.8.D.2 The study of masterworks of art from diverse cultures and different historical eras assists in 

understanding specific cultures. 

1.2.8. A.1 Technological changes have and will continue to substantially influence the development and 

nature of the arts. 

1.2.8.A.2 Tracing the histories of dance, music, theatre, and visual art in world cultures provides insight 

into the lives of people and their values. 

1.2.8.A.3 The arts reflect cultural mores and personal aesthetics throughout the ages. 

1.3.8.D.1 The creation of art is driven by the principles of balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, 

proportion, and rhythm/movement. 

1.3.8.D.2 Themes in art are often communicated through symbolism, allegory, or irony. There are a wide 

variety of art mediums, each having appropriate tools and processes for the production of artwork. 

Fluency in these mediums, and the use of the appropriate tools associated with working in these 

mediums, are components of art-making. 

1.3.8.D.3 The classification of art into various art genres depends on the formal aspects of visual 

statements (e.g., physical properties, theoretical components, cultural context). Many genres of art are 

associated with discipline-specific arts terminology. 

1.3.8.D.4 Universal themes exist in art across historical eras and cultures. Art may embrace multiple 

solutions to a problem. 

1.3.8.D.5 Each of the many genres of art is associated with discipline-specific arts terminology and a 

stylistic approach to art-making. 

1.3.8.D.6 The visual possibilities and inherent qualities of traditional and contemporary art materials 

(including digital media) may inform choices about visual communication and art-making techniques. 

1.4.8.A.1 Contextual clues to artistic intent are embedded in artworks. Analysis of archetypal or 

consummate works of art requires knowledge and understanding of culturally specific art within 

historical contexts. 

1.4.8.A.2 Art may be used for utilitarian and non-utilitarian purposes. 

 

1.4.8.A.3 Performance technique in dance, music, theatre, and visual art varies according to historical 

era and genre. 

1.4.8.A.4 Abstract ideas may be expressed in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art using a 

genre’s stylistic traits. 

1.4.8.A.5 Symbolism and metaphor are characteristics of art and art-making. 

1.4.8.A.6 Awareness of basic elements of style and design in dance, music, theatre, and visual art inform 

the creation of criteria for judging originality. 

1.4.8.A.7 Artwork may be both utilitarian and non-utilitarian. Relative merits of works of art can be 

assessed through analysis of form, function, craftsmanship, and originality. 

1.4.8.B.3  Universal elements of art and principles of design apply equally to artwork across cultures and 

historical eras. 



 

 

 

 

Unit Essential Questions: 

How did the invention of the camera affect the 

traditional forms of art? 

 

 

 

How did subject matter change after the invention 

of the camera? 

What is the importance of the Impressionist 

movement? 

 

What led to the invention of abstraction? 

 

 

How did trade affect art? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

Artists began to focus on specific aspects of light.  

They were better able to replicate anatomy 

accurately, and they were even able to abandon 

subject matter in order to create works of art that 

were abstract. 

Artists no longer depicted stories and changed 

back to depicting what the eye saw. 

The Impressionists were the first artists to break 

with the established art world and focus on 

subjects that were important to them. 

Abstraction became important once artists were 

able to choose subjects and once realism was no 

longer necessary.   

New trade with Japan and Africa brought new 

depictions of space that inspired artists. 

Unit Learning Targets: 

SWBAT identify the ways in which photography changed art. 

SWBAT create a work of art that conveys the era’s new view of light and shadow. 

SWBAT use abstraction in a work of art. 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Assessments: Students will be assessed on class discussions, writing, self-critique, and group work. 

 

Lesson Plans 

Concept Suggested Activity 

Camera vs. painting 

 

Compare/constrast images that are painted and 

photographed, look at Monet’s  paintings in 

different light 

Impressionism Create a work of art that depicts the “Slice of Life.” 

Try plein air painting 

Abstraction 

 

Depict something as abstract, using African and 

Japanese art as influence. 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

 

Teacher Resources: 

 

 


